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As all members would be aware the 2020 Australian DrillDance Championships was officially 

postponed on 14th March due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  At that time the Championships were 

deferred until September 12th and 13th with a final decision to be announced on or before mid-

June.  Since that announcement the DDA Board has kept up to date with all information available 

and the recommendations of the Australian Government and State Health Authorities. 

 

Recently States have commenced the process of steadily easing restrictions and this has provided 

DDA with a clearer picture of what the situation for all our members may be in regard to the 

proposed September event.  There has been much for the Board to consider, including the 

following: 

• How to provide a safe event for our teams and members, with particular regard to - 

o Social Distancing - in change rooms, on the arena, for volunteers and for our 

audience 

o Safe Hygiene Practices – in all areas where members and spectators will be 

• Restrictions on the total number of people at indoor gatherings 

• Travel restrictions and availability 

• Additional member expense where travel bookings and accommodation already paid may 

have been lost 

• Reduced membership numbers due to loss of income for members and/or families 

• Reluctance to travel, especially for underage members travelling without their families 

• Lack of commitment and confidence for some members to return to a pre-nationals training 

regime 

• Fairness for all teams as interstate restrictions on training venues and numbers is quite 

different across borders 

• Consideration for the Host State on whether they could hold a successful event both 

participant wise as well as financially 

 

Whilst restrictions are slowly being lifted the Board is conscious that the timing and degree of easing 

these restrictions was based on a continued decline of the pandemic, with no unexpected clusters 

or spikes in the transmission of the disease. 

 

After much consideration the DDA Board has agreed to cancel the proposed September event.  

The DDA Board has been meeting regularly and considering all information.  The Board felt that 

making this announcement now, sooner rather than later, would be fairer and would give all teams 

and members the opportunity to close this season and plan toward a successful season that will 

culminate with the event to be held on the Gold Coast on 17th and 18th April 2021. 

 

Already the Board has considered what this event will require to be successful for those teams and 

their members that had nominated for the April 2020 event and/or will nominate for the event next 

April.  The remainder of this document is devoted to outlining all considerations and some rules for 

the Championships in 2021.  Other information around what this all means in terms of our usual 

season is also available.   

 

Should teams have further queries and concerns we ask that they direct them as soon as possible, 

to their State Associations for follow up with the DDA Board.  State Presidents will meet via a Zoom 

platform with the DDA Board on Wednesday 27th May where any further concerns can be 

discussed. 

 



 

 

THE APRIL 2021 AUSTRALIAN DRILLDANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Date and Venue 

The Australian DrillDance Championships will now be held on the 17 &18th April 2021 hosted 

by DrillDance Queensland at the Gold Coast Sports & Leisure Centre, 296 Nerang 

Broadbeach Road, Carrara.  

 

Age Limits  

For individual members that nominated for the 2020 Championships and would now require 

an age exemption to compete in the same division - all existing age limits will remain in 

place with the inclusion of the new age for the master’s section which was due to come 

into play at the start of the 2020/2021 season.  If any member would like permission to 

compete with the team/section that they were registered with in the 2019/2020 season and 

did not have the opportunity to compete at the 2020 Championships due to the 

cancellation of the event, they will need to apply to DrillDance Australia seeking an 

exemption for special dispensation.   This will be looked at on a case by case basis.  

DrillDance Australia will do everything in its power to grant these requests.   We understand 

the distress experienced by our members in not being able to compete this season, but we 

must also ensure that any decision is in the best interest of the member also. 

All applications for exemption must be made on the DDA appropriate form which will be 

circulated in the next few days.   All requests for dispensation will be answered within 14 

days from the receipt date to the DDA Executive Director with a copy being sent to the 

relevant State Executive Director for their records.  Each request will need to outline the 

following details - 

• The reason(s) for the request 

• An overview of the existing team membership (with and without this member) 

• Reasons as to how this exemption will benefit the member i.e. height versus pace 

length, maturity etc 

We ask that all applicants lodge their age exemptions request and have a favourable DDA 

response before the member returns to training.  This will ensure that there is no confusion 

and everyone is clear on the age sections they are eligible to compete in.  

 

Nomination / Entry Fees  

The DDA Constitution states that nomination/entry fees paid at the time of entry for the 

Australian Championships are non-refundable.  However, we understand that our teams/ 

members may experience some financial difficulties during this season and have decided 

on the following to help teams as much as possible.  

We have agreed to use the medals previously ordered for the 2020 Championships.  These 

will carry the 2020 date and will be presented at the 2021 championships – the Olympic 

Games postponed from 2020 to 2021 is planning to do the same.  



We would also like to offer a one-off Entry Fee Credit to teams nominating for the 2020/2021 

event of the full amount paid with their 2020 Australian DrillDance Championship’s 

Nomination/Entry Fees.  Each team will be advised of the amount of their Entry Fee Credit.  

This amount will be retained and then be deducted from their 2021 Nomination/Entry Fees.  

Should a team choose not to compete in the 2021 event the Entry Fee Credit will be 

forfeited.  The Entry Fee Credit will not be transferable to another team under any 

circumstances.  

Individual Team Member Packages, as purchased by team members in 2020 as part of the 

entry process, provided team members with a ticket, a link to vision/photography and a 

program.  This will not be refunded but retained and the tickets, links and programs will be 

forwarded to teams as purchased in 2020.  These will be received 4 weeks before the 2021 

event, regardless if the team nominates or not for the new event.   

 

Registration Fees 

DrillDance Australia is very aware that the COVID-19 pandemic has caused great financial 

stress to our members and we want to ensure we retain all our members during the coming 

season.  This is a pivotal point in time for our sport and we ask everyone to please make a 

special effort to return for the 2020/2021 season.  We all love this sport and we all need to 

step up to make sure that this coming season is spectacular.   To assist with this DDA will 

reduce all registration fees (excluding insurance) for the 2020/2021 season payable to 

DrillDance Australia by 50%.  This will be made possible by the DDA Board reducing 

expenses and general running costs.   We will be reducing face to face meetings and 

travelling expenses where possible.  DDA will be replacing these with virtual meetings along 

with other cost cutting measures.   States will be requried to offer similar discounts on their 

registration fees also. 

 

DrillDance Australia’s Annual General Meeting 2020  

With a decision made to not extend the season DDA has revised the date for the AGM for 

2020 (this had been postponed until the 24th & 25th October) and has reinstated the original 

date of Saturday 25th July in an online format to reduce travelling and accommodation 

expenses.  Each state is required to have two delegates attend the online meeting.  The 

meeting will have a reduced agenda dealing with only the necessary requirements of an 

AGM.   More details will be provided shortly.  It is noted that some of the usual release dates 

will have already passed.  A National Circular will be forwarded in the next few days. 

To replace the traditional state report provided at the AGM each year, every State is asked 

to look at how they can reduce their member registration costs for the 2020/2021 season 

while still providing a quality season to all members.  Calendars may look different to 

previous years as the first half of the season may have distancing restrictions in place in 

some states.  States will need to be creative until this is no longer the case. 

We ask that each State supply a written report to DrillDance Australia by the 11th of July on 

their proposed registration fee reductions for the 2020/2021 season including an overview 

of the events they would supply to their members.  This may include interstate events where 

States struggle to host events.  



When considering running costs please be mindful that this season there will be no - 

• Pool fares for National Judges to 2020 DDAC (cancelled) 

• Pool fares for the 2020 AGM costs (virtual meeting)  

• Pool Fares for 2020 Technical Conference (Online technical meetings)  

• Pool fares for 2021 National Judges Workshop (Judges training online and one extra 

day workshop in April in conjunction with the Championships)   

These measures will reduce each State’s operating costs, allowing States to pass these 

savings on to their members.  We ask for your help with this initiative to reduce our 

registration fees for this season and allow any members who have been impacted 

financially by COVID-19 to be able to continue in our sport as well as attract returning and 

new members.  

 

Conferences & Workshops 

 

The 2020 Technical Conference  

To allow teams to continue with the routines they had chosen but have not been 

able to perform a decision has been made that there will be no technical changes 

for the 2020/2021 season.  As there will be no changes, we believe there is no need 

to host a technical conference.   DDA will arrange online meetings with State 

Technical personnel to make sure we all stay connected and on the same track.  

 

Where to Now Workshop 

DDA is planning a workshop possibly in October which will be largely to review all that 

has happened in States and Nationally due to COVID-19 and how we will all move 

forward and on from this.  The date and venue of this will be advised later. 

 

2021 National Workshop 

DDA is looking at hosting a 4-day National Workshop on 14th to 17th January, 2021.  

The workshop will cater for all members.  We will be hosting sessions especially 

designed for under 18, Seniors & Masters as well as Coaching & Judging personnel.   

We encourage as many members to attend as possible.  More details to come at 

the AGM.  

 

Returning to Training  

DDA has issued a presentation for States and Teams regarding returning to a COVIDSafe 

DrillDance Australia.  Each team must abide by these guidelines and act in accordance 

with all government and health regulations.  States will be responsible to guide teams and 

monitor their training sessions, to ensure they are keeping members safe and acting in 

accordance with state initiatives and steps to returning to sport. 

 



The DrillDance Australia Board 


